AN INITIAL ASSESSMENT OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT OF CLIMBING HOLDS

This assessment is largely based on the study “HoldingGrips LCA / PCF” by

Introduction We believe that companies, as important players in Pforzheim University which investigated the environmental impact of the
economy and society, must take great responsibility for the oroducts from holdingGrips GmbH and its production partner HOLU
transformation to a socially and ecologically equitable world. Part of Production GmbH. The main objective of the project was to provide concrete
this is analysing production processes and outputs and finding ways to answers to the questions: What is the environmental impact of a climbing hold?
minimize their impact: This study therefore focuses on the Which materials have the most significant impacts?
environmental impact of climbing holds and should help to develop
possible strategies for a more ecological production of climbing holds. Method Impacts of materials were modeled using the Life-Cycle-Assessment-
However, it is also evident that simply increasing efficiency and Software Umberto and the ecoinvent database. The impact assessment
modernizing climbing hold production will not suffice. We need method ReCiPe 2016 Midpoint (H) was applied. Scope: Cradle-to-grave. Data
structural changes to our way of production and lifestyle, such as e.g that was not found in the ecoinvent database was provided from interviews
sufficiency and consistency strategies. with holdingGrips and research articles.
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energy required to melt polymers.

Remarks During the project, a number of assumptions and estimates had to be made - the results are
therefore subject to certain uncertainties. The lifespan of the various products is not shown here, as this
varies massively depending on use, material and manufacturer (however, different scenarios can simply be
taken into account by dividing the respective values by the lifespan).
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